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Competences/Learning Outcomes 

1. To raise awareness about global climate crisis 

2. To analyze the causes of climate crisis 

3. To generate ideas for solving the climate crisis 

4. To seek responses to global climate crisis from own worldview 

 

Grade Level / Age 

9-10 /15-16 y 

 

 

Duration 

90 + 90 min 
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Preparation 

• Copy and bring definition cards, info-cards and worksheets to the classroom. 

• Provide tools for online searching to the students (laptops, tablets etc.). 

• Provide sources for research: glossaries, books etc. 

• Prepare the classroom suitable for group works.  

 

Step-by-step description 

This lesson unit consists of two separate sessions; the first session aims to enhance students' 

knowledge about the global climate crisis, while the second session aims to support them in 

finding responses to the global climate crisis based on their own worldviews. 

 

First Session 

• Divide students into 6 groups  

• Ask students to watch the YouTube video about the climate change: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myZAvqqp9Jc 

• Ask every group to write down 1 key point about the climate change and ask them to 

explain why they find this point important. 

• Distribute definition cards (M1) with the definitions of key words related to climate 

awareness to each group:  

o 1st group: Global Warming vs. Climate Change, Weather vs. Climate 

o 2nd group: Climate Crisis, Tipping Point 

o 3rd Group: Carbon Footprint, Carbon Sink 

o 4th group: Circular Economy, Climate Justice 

o 5th group: Green Jobs, Resilience 

o 6th group: Nature Based Solutions, Indigenous Knowledge 

• Ask students to prepare posters explaining the definitions of words based on the 

description cards given to their groups. 

• Encourage students to make their presentations and ask them to hang the posters on 

the wall. 

• Start a discussion about the climate crisis with these questions: 

o How do human activities contribute to the climate change? 

o How do you observe climate change in your own environment? 

o How does climate change affect weather, forest, wildlife etc.? 

o What should we do for climate crisis? 

o How young generations contribute to climate change solutions? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myZAvqqp9Jc
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Second Session 

• Divide students into 4 groups. 

• Distribute info-card about basic principle for relationship with nature in Islam to the 

groups. (M2) 

• Ask students to read through the information about the principle. 

• Guide students to choose one principle for their own groups to work on it. 

• Give the ‘Guideline’ worksheet each group and ask them to fill it out in the group 

activity. (M3) 

• Provide students a variety of sources to work on the principles; glossaries, books, online 

sources etc. 

• Encourage students to share their guideline with the rest of the group. 

• Bring together all the guidelines and hang them in the wall. 

 

Tips for teachers 

• Remind students to use all guidelines to prepare a poster/PPT for the encounter day. 

• Assist students in their group work and presentations. 

• Always give feedback after the presentations. 
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Materials 
 

M1: Definition Cards (UNDP 2023) 
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M2. Basic Principles Card: 
 

 

1 . «W ork and preserve it »  (Gen. 2 :15 ): Prot ect ion of  t he Creat ion

A basic pr incip le o f  t he Or t ho do x Chur ch o n t he env i r o nm ent  is t hat  Go d, by  p lacing he

hum an being in  t he m at er ial  w o r ld, gav e t hem  t he co m m and t o  “w o r k and pr eser v e i t ” ,

en t r ust ing t o  t hem  t he po si t io n o f  adm in ist r at o r s o f  t he Cr eat io n. T he cr eat io n is Go d's

m o st  per f ect  gi f t  t o  hum ans. Ho w ev er , hum an beings ar e no t  t he m ast er  o f  t he cr eat io n ,

f o r  t he Lo r d is Go d alo ne. By  t he co m m andm ent  t o  "pr eser v e" t he hum ans ar e cal led t o

pr eser v e t he nat ur al  env i r o nm ent , no t  t o  dest r o y  i t : t hey  ar e l inked t o  nat ur e, since i t  is

f r o m  i t  t hat  t hey  r eceiv e t hei r  f o o d. But  hum ans hav e diso bey ed Go d's co m m and t o  "w o r k

and pr eser v e i t " by  o v er exp lo i t ing i t s nat ur al  r eso ur ces t o  m eet  t hei r  needs. As a r esu l t  o f

hum ans' abdicat io n  o f  t hei r  Go d- giv en m issio n, w e hav e t he eco lo gical  cr isis w h ich is

gr o w ing and acceler at ing t he cl im at e cr isis. T her ef o r e, desp i t e Go d's co m m and t o  hum ans

t o  "r u le t he ear t h" (Gen. 1 :28 ), hum ans hav e no  r ight  t o  t r espass against  t he r u les o f

nat ur e. T he r esu l t  o f  hum ans' at t em pt  t o  do m inat e is o n ly  disr espect  t o  Go d at  f i r st  and

t hen sev er e dam age t o  t he Cr eat io n w hich u l t im at ely  has an im pact  o n t hem . T he Or t ho do x

m ust  act  in  ev er y  po ssib le w ay  t o  r est o r e t he Cr eat io n  t o  t he per f ect  st at e t hat  Go d has

giv en i t  t o  t hem .

2 . “In His image and likeness" (Gen. 1 :26 ) "m an is t he crown of  creat ion"

Hum ans w er e cr eat ed "in  t he im age" o f  Go d, w h ich m akes t hem  par t aker s o f  t he w ho le

cr eat io n , because by  pr o t ect ing t he cr eat io n t hey  do  no t  sim ply  f u l f i l  t hei r  eco lo gical  dut y ,

but  t h r o ugh t he pr o per  m anagem ent  o f  t he w o r ld t hey  co m plet e t hei r  f inal  go al , t heo sis.

Acco r ding t o  Or t ho do x t heo lo gy , t he change in  hum ans' per cept io n w i l l  o ccur  o n ly  w hen

t hey  under st and t hat  al t ho ugh hum ans ar e t he cr o w n o f  cr eat io n, t hey  do  no t  hav e t he

r ight  t o  be t he m ast er  o f  nat ur e because Go d has appo in t ed t hem  as i t s co m m unicat o r  and

co nt inuer . T he m issio n o f  ev er y  bel iev er  t o  saf eguar d cr eat io n is im po r t ant  and sacr ed

since, as Go d's m o st  per f ect  cr eat io n, t hey  ar e t he o n ly  o nes w ho  can r est o r e balance t o

cr eat io n  by  un i t ing t he m at er ial  and sp i r i t ual  w o r lds. T o  acco m pl ish  t h is, f i r st  m ust  be

r est o r ed, t he br o ken co m m unicat io n bet w een hum ans, and t hen t he br o ken co m m unicat io n

bet w een hum ans and Go d. T hen, w i t h  Go d's help , t hey  w i l l  be ab le t o  sav e cr eat io n f r o m

t he eco lo gical  cr isis and subsequent ly  t hem selv es, w h i le at  t he sam e t im e achiev ing t heo sis.

T h is is t he o n ly  w ay  f o r  hum an beings t o  under st and t hat  t hey  sho u ld no t  be in  o ppo si t io n

t o  nat ur e, but  t hat  t her e sho u ld be r espect  f o r  t he r igh t s w h ich Go d has giv en t o  nat ur e, so

t hat  t he balances can be m ain t ained, and in  co o per at io n , t hey  can co nt inue t hei r  co ur se in

t im e.
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3 .T he f ree w ill  of  hum ans

T he eco lo gical  cr isis is no t  o n ly  l inked t o  t he m o r al  cr isis o f  t he w o r ld, but  m ain ly  t o  t he

al t er at io n  o f  hum an ident i t y . T he cr isis is o nt o lo gical  and no t  m er ely  m o r al . Fo r  t he

Or t ho do x, t he so lu t io n  t o  t he eco lo gical  pr o b lem  depends o n a r adical  change in  t hei r

r elat io ns w i t h  t he w o r ld, w i t h  t hei r  f el lo w  hum an beings and w i t h  Go d. A basic pr incip le o f

t he Or t ho do x Chur ch o n t he env i r o nm ent  is t hat  hum ans o v er - exp lo i t  t hei r  Go d- giv en f r ee

w i l l , cr eat ing a gr eat  im balance in  t he env i r o nm ent . Co nsequent ly , t hey  ar e r espo nsib le f o r

t he i r r epar ab le dam age caused t o  cr eat io n because t hey  act  di f f er ent ly  f r o m  t he Div ine

W i l l . Go d do es no t  in t er v ene t o  pr o v ide a so lu t io n t o  t he pr o b lem , leav ing hum ans t o

under st and t hat  o n ly  t hey  w i t h  t hei r  o w n f r ee w i l l  can st o p t he cl im at e disast er , o t her w ise

t hei r  act io ns co m e back t o  t hem selv es, m aking t hei r  l iv es ev en m o r e di f f icu l t . In  exer cising

t hei r  f r eedo m , hum ans can o ppo se t hei r  nat ur al  env i r o nm ent , and, t hey  do  so  w i t h  t he

dest r uct io n t hey  br ing abo ut . But  t hey  can, in  t he nam e o f  t hat  sam e f r eedo m , also  lo v e

and r espect  i t . W i t h  t he sam e f r eedo m  w i t h  w h ich t hey  o v er co m e t hei r  bo ndage t o  nat ur e,

t hey  can also  lo v e nat ur e, because t hey  r egar d i t  as a gi f t  o f  t he lo v e o f  Go d w ho m  t hey

f r eely  lo v e.

4 .Abst inence: t he avoidance of  t he overuse of  nat ural resources.

T he i r r epar ab le dest r uct io n o f  t he env i r o nm ent  is co nsider ed a v io lat io n o f  Go d's w i l l , w i t h

t he r esu l t  t hat  hum ans ar e separ at ed f r o m  t hei r  Cr eat o r  and lo se t he po ssib i l i t y  o f  ΄t hei r

o w n salv at io n. Or t ho do xy  t eaches hum ans a new  at t i t ude t o w ar ds t he nat ur al  env i r o nm ent

in  o r der  t o  st o p eco lo gical  dest r uct io ns and r est o r e t he balance o f  nat ur e. Hum ans ar e

co nsider ed car et aker s and no t  o w ner s o f  nat ur e and m ust  sho w  lo v e f o r  cr eat io n and ado pt

an ascet ic w ay  o f  l i f e. T hr o ugh abst inence t he bo dy  is c leansed o f  w hat ev er  pr ev ent s i t

f r o m  co m m unicat ing w i t h  o t her  peo p le, w i t h  t he nat ur al  env i r o nm ent  and w i t h  Go d. T he

Or t ho do x Chur ch m ust  aw aken hum an beings by  t r y ing t o  br ing t hem  back t o  t he pat h o f

salv at io n, f i r st  o f  t hem selv es and t hen o f  cr eat io n, u r ging t hem  t o  ado pt  a m o r e ascet ic

and abst inent  w ay  o f  l i f e, leav ing beh ind t hei r  ant hr o po cent r ic at t i t ude t o w ar ds nat ur e. T he

bel iev er s sho u ld st r iv e t o  r est o r e and pr eser v e nat ur e in  i t s o r iginal  st at e as t hey  r eceiv ed

i t  f r o m  Go d. T he im plem ent at io n  o f  abst inence in  t hei r  l iv es co m bined w i t h  t he appr o pr iat e

kno w ledge and t he sp i r i t ual  change, w hich t hey  w i l l  hav e m anaged t o  ach iev e, can put  an

end t o  t he eco lo gical  cr isis w hich is no t  o n ly  m at er ial  but  also  sp i r i t ual .
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M3. Guideline 
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