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Ethics/Philosophy Education: 

Climate Crisis 

 
 

Author(s):  
 

 

Philosophy/Ethics 
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Aybiçe TOSUN, Eskisehir Osmangazi University in Eskişehir. 
 
Ayşe YORULMAZ, Eskisehir Osmangazi University in 
Eskişehir. 
 

 

 

Competences/Learning Outcomes 

1. To raise awareness about global climate crisis 

2. To analyze the causes of climate crisis 

3. To generate ideas for solving the climate crisis 

4. To seek responses to global climate crisis from own worldview 

 

 

Grade Level / Age 

9-10 /15-16 y 

 

Duration 

90 + 90 min 
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Preparation 

• Copy and bring definition cards, info-cards and worksheets to the classroom. 

• Provide tools for online searching to the students (laptops, tablets etc.). 

• Provide sources for research; glossaries, books etc. 

• Prepare the classroom suitable for group works.  

 

Step-by-step description 

This lesson unit consists of two separate sessions; the first session aims to enhance students' 

knowledge about the global climate crisis, while the second session aims to support them in 

finding responses to the global climate crisis based on their own worldviews. 

 

First Session 

• Divide students into 6 groups  

• Ask students to watch the YouTube video about the climate change: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myZAvqqp9Jc 

• Ask every group to write down one key point about the climate change and ask them to 

explain why they find this point important. 

• Distribute definition cards (M1) with the definitions of key words related to climate 

awareness to each group:  

o 1st group: Global Warming vs. Climate Change, Weather vs. Climate 

o 2nd group: Climate Crisis, Tipping Point 

o 3rd Group: Carbon Footprint, Carbon Sink 

o 4th group: Circular Economy, Climate Justice 

o 5th group: Green Jobs, Resilience 

o 6th group: Nature-Based Solutions, Indigenous Knowledge 

• Ask students to prepare posters explaining the definitions of words based on the 

description cards given to their groups. 

• Encourage students to make their presentations and ask them to hang the posters on 

the wall. 

• Start a discussion about the climate crisis with these questions: 

o How do human activities contribute to the climate change? 

o How do you observe climate change in your environment? 

o How does climate change affect weather, forest, wildlife etc.? 

o What should we do about climate crisis? 

o How do young generations contribute to climate change solutions? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myZAvqqp9Jc
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Second Session 

• Divide students into 4 groups. 

• Distribute info-card about basic principle for relationship with nature in 

philosophy/ethics to the groups. (M2) 
• Ask students to read through the information about the principle. 
• Guide students to choose one principle for their own groups to work on it. 
• Give the ‘Guideline’ worksheet each group and ask them to fill it out in the group 

activity. (M3) 
• Provide students a variety of sources to work on the principles; glossaries, books, online 

sources etc. 
• Encourage students to share their guideline with the rest of the group. 
• Bring together all the guidelines and hang them in the wall. 

 

Tips for teachers 

• Remind students to use all guidelines to prepare a poster/PPT for the encounter day. 

• Assist students in their group works and presentations. 

• Always give feedbacks after the presentations. 
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Materials 
 

M1: Definition Cards (UNDP 2023) 
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M2. Basic Principles Card: 

 

 

1 .Opposit ion t o Ant hropocent r ism

Ant hr o po cent r ism  r epr esent s a hum an- cent er ed w o r ldv iew . Acco r ding t o  t h is bel ief , t he

hum an species has a super io r  v alue co m par ed t o  al l  no n- hum an species and nat ur e i t sel f .

W i t h in  t he ant hr o po cent r ic f r am ew o r k, hum ans ar e co nsider ed t o  hav e t he r igh t  t o  use

o t her  species and nat ur e as t hey  p lease f o r  t hei r  o w n desi r es and needs. In  do ing so , t hey

do  no t  ho ld any  et h ical  co ncer ns f o r  no n- hum an ent i t ies. Oppo si t io n  t o  ant hr o po cent r ism

is an essent ial  p r incip le because t her e is c lear  ev idence t hat  hum an act io ns ar e t he

pr o m inent  causes o f  eco lo gical  cr ises. It  is ev ident  t hat  act io ns leading t o  eco lo gical

dest r uct io n  ar e r o o t ed in  ant hr o po cent r ic w o r ldv iew s.

2 .Int r insic Value of  Nat ure

Nat ur e ho lds in t r insic v alue and sign i f icance r egar dless o f  i t s u t i l i t y  f o r  hum ans.

Regar dless o f  i t s inst r um ent al  v alue f o r  hum ans, nat ur e po ssesses v alue w i t h in  i t sel f .

T her ef o r e, nat ur e is v aluab le no t  o n ly  f o r  hum ans but  also  f o r  i t s o w n sake, and i t  sho u ld

be pr eser v ed.

3 .Ecological Int egr it y

Eco sy st em s ar e co m plex and in t er co nnect ed sy st em s. T he in t egr i t y  o f  an eco sy st em  is

v i t al  f o r  t he w el l - being o f  al l  species, including hum ans. T her ef o r e, t he lo ng- t er m

r esi l ience o f  eco sy st em s depends o n t he pr eser v at io n  o f  b io lo gical  div er si t y  and hab i t at s.

4 .Responsibil it y

In  t he f ace o f  t he cur r ent  eco lo gical  cr isis caused by  hum an act io ns, i t  is expect ed t hat

indiv iduals, co m m uni t ies, and nat io ns f eel  a sense o f  r espo nsib i l i t y  and t ake o n t he dut y .

As such, hum ans sho uld r eassess t hei r  w o r ldv iew s, cho ices, and act io ns, and act  w i t h  a

co l lect iv e sense o f  r espo nsib i l i t y .

Reading Suggest ions:

Agar , N. (2001 ). Li f e’s In t r insic Value: Science, Et h ics and Nat ur e. New  Y o r k, NY : Co lum bia UP.

Har gr o v e, E. C. (1986 ). Fo undat io ns o f  Env i r o nm ent al  Et h ics. Pr ent ice- Hal l .

McShane, K. (2009 ). “Env i r o nm ent al  Et h ics: An Ov er v iew ” . Ph i lo so phy  Co m pass, 4 (3 ): 407 - 470 .

Ro lst o n, H. III. (1988 ). Env i r o nm ent al  Et h ics: Dut ies t o  and Values in  t he Nat ur al  W o r ld.   Phi ladelph ia:

T em ple UP
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M3. Guideline 
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